The word PASTOR
NOUN or VERDB?



Pastori ng...

The Gift is the Person

There are leadership graces for the

Church and none of them are abilities--

theg are all People.



“Do you carry ghcts with you,
or are you the gi?t’?”



Quick summary:
All People are gi?ts.
Speciﬁc gi?ts and graces are found in

People f_vergone has gi‘;ts and graces

to share to love others. Some peo! Dle

are eaclerslml:) gncts because they nave
been called and eqwlapecl bﬂ Jesus
umquelg for the work of Ieadershlp.



The Pastoris a Ur\ique
Leaclership Grace

|

n Ephesians 4 this unique grace is
P que g

isted, “It was he who gave some to be

apostlesj some to be Prophets, some to
be evangelists, and some to be pastors

and teachers...” all for the purpose of

equipping and strengthening the F"amilg
of God.



Jesus Is Our Ultimate Pastor

In1 Peter, Jesus is referred to as both
the “Chief Sheplﬂercl [Pastor] and the

Overseer” of our souls.



("

De ,ning the Grace to Pastor

Deﬁninga Pastor bﬂ Dointing first to his

spot on the top of a eaclershil:) chart s
not a Kingclom mindset. | believe
that cleﬁning this Ieaclership role bg
cliscovering the heart and function of

the Pastor is the right way to go.



A\ wiclesl:)reacl sgstemic mindset has led
to a |ongstancling mgtlﬂ that the word

“Pastor” i1s a manager’s role that

lives only in the Fc”owship’s flow chart



Do You Have an

Institutional Mindset?

Take this test...



1. Do you call anyone a “Pastor” who

's not on statt at a local Fe”owslﬂip?



2. Have you ever said, “I feel called

to be a Pastor...l am loo King for a

church to hire me?”



5. You are a woman.

Say aloucl)”l can be a Pastor.”

Was that awkward?



4. You are a man. You read #% and
became uneasy because you think
women should not serve in an office

of leadershil:) over men.

s that what | rea”g said?



The Institutional Mindset

Has Touched Us Al
it the word has become a noun that

means a Position in an organization
somewhere near the tOP’ but we
have Forgottc—:n that it is first and
foremost a grace-~-an abilitgwthen

we will alwags struggle.



The Function Of Pastoring

The function is the action or the work of

Dastoring. We must discover the verb of

pastoring, before we can eﬁcectivelg
recognize the noun. A person who is a

pastor must, of course, act like one!

| et’s |<<-:eo the discussion simple and ask

some simole questions like: “How do
theg see?” “What do t]ﬁey natura”g do?”



The Pastor’s Heart

| believe the Pastor alwags sees

PCOPIC bﬂ namc and {:BCG

Pastors are about individual Peoplej
just as shephercls are about
individual slﬁeel:).



Jesus Defines the Vision of the
Pastor in Matthew 18

“What do you think? It a man owns a hundred

sheepj and one of them wanders away, will he not

leave the ninetg—-nine on the hills and goto ook
for the one that wandered off? 1% And if he finds
it, | tell you the truth, he is happier about that one

Sl’lCCP than about the ninetgmine that did not

wander off.”



FPastors LLove People

Pastors don’tjus‘c love large groups of

oeople, that belongs to another

<ind of

person. Pastors clon’tjust gather People

togetlﬂer for a SPeciﬁc ministry purpose,

that, too, is another kind of person.



Pastors genuinelg know their People
intimatelg and with a sincere love--
the kind of love that will ﬁght for,
even at a higlﬁ cost, their well being.
He knows them inchviclua”y, but he

will bring them together.




The Pastor will war against isolation

in his People because he knows that
1 , ,

the Churchis a Famllg and that

toget‘qemcss 1S manclatorg.




Pastors Deepl9 Empathize
with Their People.

“When Jesus landed and saw a arge

crowcl, he had compassion on tlﬁem)

because theg were like sheep without a

shephercl.”



Answer These Questions

Do you love People more than ministry
ideas?

Do you feel theirjogs and Pains and
want to be with them?

«Can you write down some names of
oeople that you would ﬁght for their

’1ealth ancl ?uture?




I you can answer these questions

Positivelg, then you alreaclg have the

heart cnc a Pastor.

Magbe it 1s time to say it...go on...
trg it

“'am a Pastor.”



The Pastor’s Function

S0, then, a Pastor is a “one another” lover.

He or she does not rule over People. Theg

do not think more highly of themselves than
Sy
theg shoulcl accorcling to Romans 12. L.et me
quotejust a few of the sweet “one another”
passages th roughout the New Testament
that certainly apply to pastors of all shapes
Yappiytrop P

and sizes:



e Rom. 12:10 Be devoted to one another in
brotherly love. Honor one another above
9ourse|ves.

1 Th. 5:1 Therefore encourage one another and
build each other upjjus’t as in fact you are cloing.
e 1 John 411 Dear Friencls, since God so loved us,
we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has
ever seen Gocl; but if we love one another, God

lives in us and his love is made complet’e N us.



The Myth of the Modern Pastor

The mgt]ﬂ of the modern Pastor s built
on a mistake we have all made.
We let the word Pastor become a

Position instead of a function.

Pause... Think...



We let the noun “Pastor” take over from the

verb of “Pastor” and we disconnected the

two. We see Positions before we see the ghcts

who are People. Our world is full of this

disconnection that has harmed
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gle rea“g wanted to be Pastorcclwbut theg
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examples in our traditions.
P



Our traditions have often robbed us
of erjoging the grace of Pastoring

and being Pastorecl.



Pastors and Elders

A Grace 155 Degrees

We are taught in the New Testament on
how to think about |eaclershi|3 in the

ocal Fe”owshila, and we must Aig In.

| propose that leaclership in the local

Church is alwags in the Plura ——there is

more t‘han one Ieacler—-—-ancl tlﬂé keg

Ieaclerslﬂil:) are called elders.



The Difference Between an Elder

and a Pastor

We can easilg discover that Pastors and
elders are very close in heart, but not

uite synonuymous terms.
9 ynony



“Fach Ac:c:orcling to His Ability.”

Matthew 25

Some of us can nurture and shel:)hercl a Few,

others a few more, and some of us can watch

over lots cnc‘

cal:)acitg st

word Pastor N 1

1C

Lolks. This \/arying clegree of

ey to unclerstancling the

the basic sense (for afew)

and Pastor in the broader sense

(for the mang) as an elder or overseer.



ePiskoPos “to see over”

Denotes the overarcl’xing ability to

watch over others in a care~ta|<ing way.



Presl:)uteros is translated

“older”

s used to describe |eaclershi|:> and

wisdom that comes from age.



Titus 1:5

The reason | left you in Crete was that you mig,lﬁt

5traig]1ten out what was left unfinished and

appoint elders [Presbuteros] in every town, as |

directed you. 6 An elder [impliecl] must be

b

W

Charge of being Wi

amelessj the husband of but one the) a man

hose children be

ieve and are not open to the

d and disobedient.



7 Since an overseer [ePiskoPos] s entrusted with
God’s Wor|<, he must be blameless — not
overbearing, not quic‘c-temperecl, not given to

clrunkenness, not Violent, not Pursuing dishonest

gain.



This basic overview of eldership and

Dastormg grace Is whg Promote the
|

ocal Church’s Primarg eacicrshil:) team

being, the elders in accordance with New
Testament guiclelines, and the
recognition and commissioning, of keg
pastors in the Fe”owship as the next

natural Ieaclershil:) influence.



Then the growth and health of the other

specia ministries like Prophetic ministry,

teaclﬁing ministry, evangelism, Worslﬁia,

hospitalitg, missions, etc. can be birthed

from the soil of Familg care.



Summarg Thoughts

[. Jesus is the Ultimate Pastor and

Qverseer.



2. Da:s‘coring IS a caring action for

PCOP e. lt CIOCS lmply some OVCFS@Giﬂg.



3. Oversecing 1S a leaclershil:) grace that
requires the heart of Pastoring, but
emphasizes the broad visioned

|eaclershi|:> role.



4 Those whose grace s to Pastor and

OoVerscee a arger gFOUP OF PCOPI@ arc

CEI”CCl CIC!CFS) O’ OVErsccers.



5. Elders mlght also be teachers or

Prophets, etc., but theg are first and

Foremost havc—: Pastoral hearts.



A Closing Prager

You are Precious to God, and you
deserve to be Pastorecl by real People
in this life. Our Chief Sheplﬂercl IS
sencling his sheplﬁercls to you. Don’t

clespair you are not alone.



l pray for your eyes to see. You are
pastors, friends. I release you to be
9our5€|\/esJ to claim others, and to take
care of them. Dream, suﬁcerj pray, and
advocate for those you love. Write their

Names ClOWﬂ In HOUF own Book O‘F | ove.

We will be known as a Familg of tender

watc:h~care 1Cor one another. Amen



