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| Therefore leaving the elemcntarg tcaching
about the Christ, let us press on to maturity,
not laying again a foundation of repentance
from dead works and of faith toward Gocl,

2 of instruction about washings and laging on of
hancls, and the resurrection of the dead and
etemaljudgment.

% And this we will do, # God Permits.



4 For in the case of those who have once been
enlightenecl and have tasted of the heavenlg
ghct and have been made Partakers of the Holg
Spiri‘cJ

5 and have tasted the goocl word of God and the
powers of the age to come,

6 and then have fallen away, it i1s imPossible to
renew them again to repentance, since t]*:eg
again cruchcg to themselves the Son of God and

Put Him to open shame.



7 For ground that drinks the rain which often
falls on it and brings forth vegetation useful to
those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a

blessing from Gocl;

8 but if it Hielcls thorns and tlﬁistles, it is worthless

and close to being cursed, and it ends up being
burned.



Mark 4

Parable of the Sower and Soils

The Message Translation

1-2 He went back to teaching bg the sea. A crowd
built up to such a great size that he had to get
into an offshore boat, using the boat as a Pulpit
as the Peoplc Pushed to the water's edge. He

taught bg using stories, many stories.



5-8"Listen. What do you make of this? A farmer
Plantecl seed. As he scattered the seecl, some
of it fell on the road and birds ate it. Some fell in

the gravel; it sProuted quicklg but didn't put

down roots, so when the sun came up it
witherecljust as quicklg. Some fell in the weeds;
as it came up, it was stranglecl among the weeds

anc no’thing came omc it. Some Fe“ on good eartlﬁ

and came up with a ﬂourish, Proclucinga

harvest exceeding his wildest dreams.



9"Are you listening to this? Rca”g listening?"

10-12When they were oft bg themselves, those
who were close to him, along with the Twelve,
asked about the stories. He told them,

"“You've been given insig]*xt into God's kingclom—~
you know how it works. But to those who can't
see it yet, everything comes in stories, creating

readiness, nuclging them toward receptive

insiglﬁt.



PHe continued, "Do you see how this story

works? All my stories work this way.

]4~1§"Tlﬁe farmer Plants the Word. Some Peoplc
are like the seed that falls on the hardened soll
of the road. No sooner do theg hear tI’IC Word

tlﬂan Satan snatches away what has been

Plantecl in them.



16-17"And some are like the seed that lands in the
gravel. When theg first hear the Worc , theg

resl:)oncl with great enthusiasm. But there is
such shallow soil of character that when the
emotions wear off and some clhcﬁcultg arrives,

there is nothing to show for it.



18-~ 9"The seed cast in the weeds represcnts the
ones WI’IO hear the king&om NEWS but are
overwhelmed with worries about all the things

t]ﬂeg have to do and all the tlﬁings tlﬂeg want to

get. The stress strangies what theg hearcl, and

nothing comes of it.



20"But the seed PlantecJ in the good earth
rePrescnts those who hear the Worcl, embrace
it, and Procluce a harvest begoncl their wildest

clreams."



Galatians 6

The Message Translation

-3 Live creativelg, friends. If someone falls into
sin, ?orgivinglg restore him, saving your critical
comments for gourselg. You migl’)t be neecling
Forgivcncss before the Aag's out. Stoo[o down
and reach out to those who are oPPresse&.
Share their burdens, and so comPlete Christ's
law. If you think you are too goocﬂ for tlﬂat, you
are bac”y deceived.



4-5 Make a careful cxploration of who you are
and the work you have been given, and then
sink Qoursehc into that. Don't be imPressecl with

goursehc. Don't compare yourse {:Witl’) Otl’)CFS.

Fach cncgou must take responsiaility for cloing

the creative best you can with your own life.



6 Be very sure now, you who have been trained
to a self-sutficient maturity, that you enter into
a generous common life with those who have
trained you, sharing all the goocJ things that

you have and exl:)erience.



7-8 Don't be misled: No one makes a fool of God.
What a person Plan‘csJ he will harvest. The

person who Plants selfishness, ignoring the
needs of others-—-—ignoring God!—harvests a
crop of weeds. All he'll have to show for his life
is weeds! But the one who Plants n response to
God, letting God's SPirit do the growt]ﬂ work. in

him, harvests a crop of real life, eternal life.



9-10 So let's not allow ourselves to get Fatiguecl
cloinggood. At the right time we will harvest a
goocl crop it we don't gjve up, or quit.

Riglﬁt NOW, thcrcncore, every time we get the
chance, let us work for the benefit of a”,
starting with the People closest to us in the
community of faith.



11-15 Now, 1n these last sentences, | want to

emphasize in the bold scrawls of my Personal

1andwri’ting the immense im

nave written to you. These

bortance of what |

DCOPIC Wl"!O arc

attempting to force the ways of circumcision on

you have onlg one motive:



Theg want an casy way to look goocl before
o’thersJ |ac‘<ing the courage to live bg a faith
that shares Christ's suxcmcering and death. Al

their talk about the law is Zas. They themselves

don't keep the law! And tlﬂeg are hig]’:lg

selective in the laws tl‘leg do observe. Theg onlg

want you to be circumcised so theg can boast
of their success in recruiting you to their side.

Thatis contemptiblel



I4-16 For my part, | am going to boast about
no’clﬁing but the Cross of our Master, Jesus
Christ. Because of that Cross, | have been

crucified in relation to the world, set free from
the sthqing atmosphere of Pleasing others and
fitting into the little patterns that they dictate.



Can't you see the central issue in all this? It is not
what you and | do—submit to circumcision, rejec‘t
circumcision. It is what God is cloing and he is

creating something tota”g new, a free life! All

WI’IO wa”< bg tlﬁis standard are the true Israe o1C
Gocl—-J*xis cl*xosen People. Peace and mercy on
them!



2 Corinthians 5

The Message Translation

14-15 Our firm decision is to work from this
focused center: One man died for everyone.
Tlﬁa‘c l:)uts everyone 18 the same boat. He

included everyone in his death so that everyone

could also be included in his life, a resurrection

life, afar better life than People ever lived on

their own.



16-20 Because of this decision we don't evaluate

Pcople bﬂ what theg have or how tlﬁcg look. We

looked at the Messiah that way once and got it
all wrong, as you know. We certainly don't look
at him that way anymore. Now we look inside,

and what we see is that anyone united with the
Messiah gets a fresh start, is created new. The

old life is gone; a new life burgeonsl



| ook at it! All this comes from the God who
settled the relationslﬁip between us and him,
and then called us to settle our relationships
with each other. God put the world square with
himself through the Messiah, gving the world a
fresh start bﬂ ogering Forgiveness of sins.



God has given us the task of te”ing everyone
what he is doing. We're Christ's representatives.

God uses us to Persuacﬂe men and women to
clroP their differences and enter into God's
work of making tlﬁings riglﬁt between them.

We're speaking for Christ himself now: Become

friends with God; he's alreaclg a friend with you.



| How? you ask. In Christ. God Put the wrong on
him who never did anyt]*xing wrong, so we could
be Put right with God.
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