
  

Hoping for Better Things for You 

Hebrews 6:9-20



  

Hebrews 6
The Peril of Falling Away

1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching 
about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, 
not laying again a foundation of repentance 
from dead works and of faith toward God,

2 of instruction about washings and laying on of 
hands, and the resurrection of the dead and 
eternal judgment.

3 And this we will do, if God permits.



  

4 For in the case of those who have once been 
enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly 
gift and have been made partakers of the Holy 
Spirit,

5 and have tasted the good word of God and the 
powers of the age to come,

6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to 
renew them again to repentance, since they 
again crucify to themselves the Son of God and 
put Him to open shame.



  

7  For ground that drinks the rain which often 
falls on it and brings forth vegetation useful to 
those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a 
blessing from God;

8 but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless 
and close to being cursed, and it ends up being 
burned.



  

Hebrews 6:9-20
The Message Translation

9-12 I'm sure that won't happen to you, friends. I 
have better things in mind for you—salvation 
things! God doesn't miss anything. He knows 
perfectly well all the love you've shown him by 
helping needy Christians, and that you keep at it. 



  

And now I want each of you to extend that same 
intensity toward a full-bodied hope, and keep at it
till the finish. Don't drag your feet. Be like those 
who stay the course with committed faith and then 
get everything promised to them.



  

13-18When God made his promise to Abraham, he 
backed it to the hilt, putting his own reputation on 
the line. He said, "I promise that I'll bless you with 
everything I have—bless and bless and bless!"
Abraham stuck it out and got everything that had 
been promised to him.



  

When people make promises, they guarantee them 
by appeal to some authority above them so that if 
there is any question that they'll make good on 
the promise, the authority will back them up.When 
God wanted to guarantee his promises, he gave 
his word, a rock-solid guarantee—God can't 
break his word. And because his word cannot 
change, the promise is likewise unchangeable.



  

18-20 We who have run for our very lives to God 
have every reason to grab the promised hope with 
both hands and never let go. It's an unbreakable 
spiritual lifeline, reaching past all appearances 
right to the very presence of God where Jesus, 
running on ahead of us, has taken up his 
permanent post as high priest for us, in the order 
of Melchizedek.



  

But, beloved, we are convinced of better things 
concerning you, and things that accompany 
salvation...

 Hebrews 6:9 NASB



  

The Gospel of Grace

Acceptance, Inclusion, and 
Forgiveness

In Christ Jesus



  

2 Corinthians 5
The Message Translation

14-15 Our firm decision is to work from this 
focused center: One man died for everyone. 
That puts everyone in the same boat. He 
included everyone in his death so that everyone 
could also be included in his life, a resurrection 
life, a far better life than people ever lived on 
their own.



  

16-20 Because of this decision we don't evaluate 
people by what they have or how they look. We 
looked at the Messiah that way once and got it 
all wrong, as you know. We certainly don't look 
at him that way anymore. Now we look inside, 
and what we see is that anyone united with the 
Messiah gets a fresh start, is created new. The 
old life is gone; a new life burgeons!



  

Look at it! All this comes from the God who 
settled the relationship between us and him, 
and then called us to settle our relationships 
with each other. God put the world square with 
himself through the Messiah, giving the world a 
fresh start by offering forgiveness of sins.



  

God has given us the task of telling everyone 
what he is doing. We're Christ's representatives.

God uses us to persuade men and women to 
drop their differences and enter into God's 
work of making things right between them.

We're speaking for Christ himself now: Become 
friends with God; he's already a friend with you.



  

21 How? you ask. In Christ. God put the wrong on 
him who never did anything wrong, so we could 
be put right with God.



  

But, beloved, we are convinced of better things 
concerning you, and things that accompany 
salvation...

 Hebrews 6:9 NASB



  

The Ragamuffin Gospel
by Brennan Manning



  

 Hebrews 6:11-12 NASB

11And we desire that each one of you show the 
same diligence so as to realize the full assurance 
of hope until the end,
12so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of 
those who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises.



  

The Complex Christ
by Kester Brewin



  

Romans 8
The Message Translation

1-2 With the arrival of Jesus, the Messiah, that 
fateful dilemma is resolved. Those who enter 
into Christ's being-here-for-us no longer have 
to live under a continuous, low-lying black 
cloud. A new power is in operation. The Spirit 
of life in Christ, like a strong wind, has 
magnificently cleared the air, freeing you from a 
fated lifetime of brutal tyranny at the hands of 
sin and death.



  

3-4 God went for the jugular when he sent his 
own Son. He didn't deal with the problem as 
something remote and unimportant. In his Son, 
Jesus, he personally took on the human 
condition, entered the disordered mess of 
struggling humanity in order to set it right once 
and for all. The law code, weakened as it always 
was by fractured human nature, could never 
have done that.



  

The law always ended up being used as a 
Band-Aid on sin instead of a deep healing of it. 

And now what the law code asked for but we
couldn't deliver is accomplished as we, instead of 

redoubling our own efforts, simply embrace 
what the Spirit is doing in us.



  

5-8 Those who think they can do it on their own 
end up obsessed with measuring their own 
moral muscle but never get around to exercising 
it in real life. Those who trust God's action in 
them find that God's Spirit is in them—living and 
breathing God!



  

Obsession with self in these matters is a dead 
end; attention to God leads us out into the 
open, into a spacious, free life. Focusing on the 
self is the opposite of focusing on God. 
Anyone completely absorbed in self ignores 
God, ends up thinking more about self than 
God. That person ignores who God is and what 
he is doing. And God isn't pleased at being 
ignored.



  

9-11 But if God himself has taken up residence in 
your life, you can hardly be thinking more of 
yourself than of him. Anyone, of course, who 
has not welcomed this invisible but clearly 
present God, the Spirit of Christ, won't know 
what we're talking about. But for you who 
welcome him, in whom he dwells—even though 
you still experience all the limitations of sin—
you yourself experience life on God's terms.



  

It stands to reason, doesn't it, that if the alive-
and-present God who raised Jesus from the 
dead moves into your life, he'll do the same 
thing in you that he did in Jesus, bringing you 
alive to himself? When God lives and breathes in 
you (and he does, as surely as he did in Jesus), 
you are delivered from that dead life. With his 
Spirit living in you, your body will be as alive as 
Christ's!



  

12-14 So don't you see that we don't owe this old 
do-it-yourself life one red cent. There's nothing 
in it for us, nothing at all. The best thing to do is 
give it a decent burial and get on with your new 
life. God's Spirit beckons. There are things to 
do and places to go!



  

15-17 This resurrection life you received from God 
is not a timid,grave-tending life. It's 
adventurously expectant, greeting God with a 
childlike "What's next, Papa?" God's Spirit 
touches our spirits and confirms who we really 
are. We know who he is, and we know who we 
are: Father and children. 



  

And we know we are going to get what's coming 
to us—an unbelievable inheritance! We go 
through exactly what Christ goes through. If we 
go through the hard times with him, then we're 
certainly going to go through the good times 
with him!



  

29-30 God knew what he was doing from the very 
beginning. He decided from the outset to shape 
the lives of those who love him along the same 
lines as the life of his Son. The Son stands first 
in the line of humanity he restored. We see the 
original and intended shape of our lives there in 
him. 



  

   After God made that decision of what his 
children should be like, he followed it up by 
calling people by name. After he called them by 
name, he set them on a solid basis with himself. 
And then, after getting them established, he 
stayed with them to the end, gloriously 
completing what he had begun.



  

31-39 So, what do you think? With God on our side 
like this, how can we lose? If God didn't hesitate to 
put everything on the line for us, embracing our 
condition and exposing himself to the worst by
sending his own Son, is there anything else he 
wouldn't gladly and freely do for us? And who 
would dare tangle with God by messing with one of 
God's chosen? Who would dare even to point a 
finger?



  

The One who died for us—who was raised to life 
for us!—is in the presence of God at this very 
moment sticking up for us. Do you think anyone is 
going to be able to drive a wedge between us and
Christ's love for us? There is no way! Not trouble, 
not hard times, not hatred, not hunger, not 
homelessness, not bullying threats, not
backstabbing, not even the worst sins listed in 
Scripture:



  

None of this fazes us because Jesus loves us. I'm 
absolutely convinced that nothing—nothing living 
or dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, 
high or low, thinkable or unthinkable—absolutely
nothing can get between us and God's love 
because of the way that Jesus our Master has 
embraced us.



  

Abba, I belong to You


